Tennessee Roundtable Interpretation

Cancer Attitudes and Beliefs
Mean score from all Forums and Roundtables

Check the box on the scale where your beliefs about Cancer and Appalachia most likely fit.

People in Appalachia:

Scale 1: Rely only on self (1) 
3.13 ( 3.67
Rely on structured health & social services (7) 
Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: that people rely more on themselves than the health system.
Direction of change:  Beliefs remained the same in direction of reliance on health and social services. 

Regional comparison:  TN belief the same as region (Region = 3.43) but stronger belief of relying on self. 
Scale 2: Seek cancer prevention (1) 
4.67 ( 3.76
Avoid cancer prevention services (7)
Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: that people seek cancer prevention services.
Direction of change:  Posttest beliefs changed to TN avoid cancer prevention services. 

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs differ slightly from Region (=3.94) but are similar to regional posttest beliefs.  

Scale 3: Know cancer can be prevented
4.05 ( 3.88
Know cancer is inevitable (7) 
Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: in equally in middle between knowing cancer can be prevented or is inevitable.

Direction of change:  Pre and post test beliefs similar. 

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs similar to region in both pre (=-3.95) and posttests. (=3.71).
Scale 4: Volunteer for cancer projects
4.92 ( 4.21
Do not volunteer for cancer projects (7) 
Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: that people do not volunteer for cancer projects. 

Direction of change:  Post test moved toward mixed view of volunteer and non volunteer. 

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs similar but stronger that region in pretest (Region = 4.31) and similar in post test (= 4.08). 
Scale 5: Are economically disadvantaged 2.46  ( 2.26
Are economically stable (7) 
Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: that people do not volunteer for cancer projects. 

Direction of change:  Post test moved toward mixed view of volunteer and non volunteer. 

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs similar but stronger that region in pretest (Region = 4.31) and similar in post test (= 4.08).

Scale 6: Tell stories about Cancer
3.69  ( 3.70
Are silent about Cancer (7) 
Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: that people talk about and tell stories about cancer. 

Direction of change:  Pre an post test score the same. 

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs the same as regional pre and post test scores. Regional post test scores change toward silence was statistically significant (=3.12).

Scale 7:  Trust health care providers
3.85  ( 3.85
Do not trust health care providers (7) 
Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: mixed belief of people trusting and not trusting health care providers. 

Direction of change:  No changes in pre- to post test.

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs the same as regional (pre = 3.98, post = 3.64).

Scale 8: Have access to health care
4.31  ( 4.67
Lack access to health care
Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: mixed belief but tending toward people lack access to health care. 
Direction of change:  Post test belief that people lack access to healthcare.  
Regional comparison:  Regional beliefs exactly mixed between having and lacking access; TN beliefs stronger toward lacking access.
Scale 9:  Believe they determine

4.72  ( 4.39 
Believe God determines cancer outcomes
               cancer outcomes.      







Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: that people strongly believe God determines cancer outcomes. 

Direction of change:  Some movement toward more mixed belief but still favoring God determines outcomes.  

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs the same as regional pretest (Region = 4.85) and posttest scores (=4.50).

Scale 10: Rely on modern medicine
3.76 ( 3.55
Rely on home remedies

Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: a mix that people rely on modern medicine and home remedies. 

Direction of change:  Posttest belief moves more toward rely on modern medicine. 

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs the same as regional pre and post test scores.

Cancer in Appalachia:

Scale 11: Is a problem


1.24 ( 1.61
Is not a problem

Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: that people strongly believe cancer is a problem 

Direction of change:  Pre and post test score the same. 

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs the same as regional pretest and posttest scores. Regional post test scores change toward silence was statistically significant (Region =1.45).

Scale 12: Is seen as a community problem   3.97 ( 2.79
   Is seen as an individual problem
Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: mixed view that cancer is a community and/or individual problem. 

Direction of change:  Belief changed strongly to believe that to cancer seen as community problem. 

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs changed the same as regional pre- and post test scores but stronger change to cancer seen as community problem (Region =3.15).

Scale 13: Brings families together
3.58 ( 2.09
Causes families to separate

Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: that cancer brings families together. 
Direction of change:  Belief that cancer brings families together much stronger in post test. 

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs the same through weaker as regional pretest (=2.81) and but strong than regional posttest score (=2.42). Regional post test scores change toward silence was statistically significant.
Scale 14:  Cancer is seen as fatal


2.53 ( 3.55
Cancer is seen as curable

Pretest Interpretation:  TN belief: that people strongly see cancer as fatal. 

Direction of change:  Movement toward mixed view of cancer as fatal and curable but still more seen as fatal. 

Regional comparison:  TN beliefs the same as regional pretest (Region = 2.85) and Posttest (=3.22) belief that cancer is seen as fatal but movement toward mixed view is stronger in TN. Regional post test scores change toward silence was statistically significant.
