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RHAT’s mission is to improve the health of rural Tennesseans by providing leadership on rural issues through advocacy, communication, education, and legislation.

RHAT Focus

1. Coordinated School Health
a. RHAT supports the Governor’s proposed budget for funding Coordinated School Health (CSH) and further would like to see CSH as a recurring item
2. Statewide Obesity Task Force-

a. RHAT opposes SB421(Bunch)/HB874(Bell) allowing 12 ounce beverages to be sold in vending machines in middle schools. Appropriate portion size for middle school children is four ounces.
a. Safety Net and GME (TennCare-related
RHAT supports adequate support for hospitals including Critical Access Hospitals, Community Health Centers, Rural Health Clinics and graduate medical education training of health workforce for rural areas; these are key partners in the safety net for rural Tennesseans.
RHAT supports Tennessee Hospital Association's proposal for a Coverage Fee to be implemented on all hospitals to mitigate TennCare cuts.

Other Statements
RHAT opposes SB2562(Southerland)/HB2648(Tidwell) which allows some motorcycle operators to ride without a helmet.
RHAT supports community health centers as important rural safety net options.

RHAT advocates that smoking prevention laws should remain strong.

RHAT advocates that colorectal cancer screenings should be covered by insurance companies.
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